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FacebRRk

ma\be iW'V Whe clRVeVW WhiQg
WR Whe alUead\ m\Whical
"dRRmVda\ machiQe" ...

IQ aQ aUWLcOH  WKaW aQaO\]HV WKH KLVWRU\ aQG SUHVHQW RI FacHbRRN ZLWK LQWLPaWH NQRZOHGJH, WKH HGLWRU RI WKH
PaJa]LQH The Atlantic , Adrienne LaFrance , VXJJHVWV WKaW FacHbRRN LV PRUH OLNH a PacKLQH RI PaVV
GHVWUXcWLRQ, accRUGLQJ WR WKH cRQcHSW RI doomsday machine , ZLWK a cHUWaLQ WUaGLWLRQ LQ AQJOR-Sa[RQ cXOWXUH.

DXULQJ WKH CROG WaU HUa WKHUH ZaV VSHcXOaWLRQ abRXW WKH H[LVWHQcH RI WKLV W\SH RI PacKLQHV caSabOH RI,

HQG WKH OLIH RI WKH SOaQHW WKURXJK a QXcOHaU bRPb RU VRPHWKLQJ VLPLOaU ...

AOWKRXJK FacHbRRN RbYLRXVO\ GRHV QRW KaYH WKaW GHVWUXcWLYH caSacLW\, LQ a OHVV RbYLRXV Za\ WKLV VRcLaO
QHWZRUN (aORQJ ZLWK RWKHU SOaWIRUPV VXcK aV GRRJOH'V ) GRHV UHSUHVHQW a WKUHaW WR VXUYLYaO aQG abRYH aOO WR a
Za\ RI OLIH WKaW LV QRW PHQWaOO\ OHWKaO aQG GLYLVLYH .

AV LaFUaQcH QRWHV,

LW LV QRW MXVW abRXW cRQWHQW aQG XVHU LQSXW, bXW abRXW cRQGLWLRQV (aQ HQYLURQPHQW WKaW FacHbRRN
IRVWHUHG IURP WKH bHJLQQLQJ ZLWK WKH VROH RbMHcWLYH RI JURZLQJ).

Is Facebook a _Machine of Mass 
Destruction__



TKaW WR[LcLW\ "LV LQ LWV YHU\ aUcKLWHcWXUH " aQG, ZKaW LV ZRUVH, LQ a cHUWaLQ Za\ Mark Zuckerberg ,
bOLQG LQ KLV aPbLWLRQ, caQQRW cRQWURO ZKaW KH KaV SURGXcHG, bHcaXVH aW WKH VcaOH WKaW FacHbRRN
cXUUHQWO\ H[LVWV, ZLWK aOPRVW WKUHH WKRXVaQG PLOOLRQV RI XVHUV, LW LV impoVVible to regulate ...

LaFUaQcH SRLQWV RXW WKaW FacHbRRN ZRUNV WR GR ZKaW LWV cUHaWRU RULJLQaOO\ ZaQWHG, "WR cRQQHcW SHRSOH", bXW
ZLWK a GHcLVLYH cRPSRQHQW WKaW WKH VRcLaO QHWZRUN cUHaWHV cRPPXQLWLHV,

ZLWKRXW an\ PRUaO cRXQWHUZHLJKW ...

IQ IacW, LW UHPRYHV WKH PRUaOLW\ RI UHOaWLRQVKLSV aQG OHaYHV RQO\ WKH HOHPHQW RI cRQQHcWLRQ.

IQ RWKHU ZRUGV,

FacHbRRN LV GHGLcaWHG WR "cRQQHcWLQJ" bXW WaNHV WKH TXaOLW\ RI cRQQHcWLRQV RXW RI WKH HTXaWLRQ.

BRWK LQ WKH VHQVH RI ZKaW LV VKaUHG aQG LQ WKH OR\aOW\ aQG ULcKQHVV LQ ZKLcK LW LV VKaUHG, \RXUV
LV a ORZ-TXaOLW\ HQYLURQPHQW aQG a GLVWULbXWRU RI ORZ-TXaOLW\ cRQWHQW.

IW VKRXOG bH UHPHPbHUHG WKaW VRcLaO QHWZRUNV VXcK aV FacHbRRN KaYH bHcRPH aOPRVW PRQRSRO\ PHGLa WKaW
KaYH aOWHUHG aQG LQ a cHUWaLQ VHQVH, GHVWUR\HG WUaGLWLRQaO MRXUQaOLVP aQG cXOWXUaO PaJa]LQHV (aPRQJ RWKHU
aUHaV), cUHaWLQJ a QHZ LQIRUPaWLRQ PRGHO WKaW LV HaVLO\ OHQW aQG WKH disinformation WR WKH GHPaQG
VRPHWKLQJ WKaW LV VKRUW, VWULNLQJ aQG abLOLW\ WR "bXUQ" WKH IQWHUQHW.

FRU LaFUaQcH: 

WKH HPHUJHQcH RI QAQRQ, IRU H[aPSOH, LV a ORJLcaO cRQcOXVLRQ RI WKH VRcLaO QHWZRUN.

TKaW'V bHcaXVH FacHbRRN (aORQJ ZLWK GRRJOH aQG YRXTXbH) LV SHUIHcW IRU VSUHaGLQJ LQIRUPaWLRQ
WR JORbaO aXGLHQcHV aW OLJKWQLQJ VSHHG.

FacHbRRN LV,

a  government propaganda agent , WaUJHWLQJ KaUaVVPHQW, WHUURULVW
UHcUXLWPHQW, HPRWLRQaO PaQLSXOaWLRQ, JHQRcLGH

a historic world weapon WKaW QR ORQJHU H[LVWV LQ a bXQNHU, bXW UaWKHU RQ a
caPSXV LQ MHQOR PaUN, CaOLIRUQLa, LQVSLUHG b\ DLVQH\OaQG

A DLVQH\OaQG ZKRVH cHQWUaO aWWUacWLRQ LV VHHLQJ SHRSOH, RQH PLJKW aGG, H[SORLWLQJ WKH LQQaWH PHcKaQLVP
WKaW KXPaQ bHLQJV KaYH WR VRcLaOL]H aQG IRUP cRPPXQLW\:

a PHcKaQLVP VXbYHUWHG b\ aOJRULWKPV WKaW XVH WKH YHU\ LQIRUPaWLRQ WKaW XVHUV KaYH JLYHQ WKHP
WR JHW WR NQRZ WKHP aQG JLYH WKHP PRUH VWLPXOL WKaW PaNH WKHP UHWXUQ, VXcK aV a PRUH
VRSKLVWLcaWHG YHUVLRQ RI PaYORY'V GRJV LQ ZKLcK WKH UHZaUGV XVHG WR cRQGLWLRQ bHKaYLRU GR QRW
WKH\ aUH bRQHV bXW SKRWRV aQG KHaGOLQHV ...

TKH PaLQ SURbOHP ZLWK FacHbRRN, accRUGLQJ WR LaFUaQcH, LV WKaW,

IW H[LVWV RQ a PHJa-VcaOH, aW a PaJQLWXGH WKaW PaNHV LW LPSRVVLbOH WR cRQWURO LWV cRQWHQW, a
cRQWURO WKaW aOVR JRHV aJaLQVW WKH SULQcLSOHV ZLWK ZKLcK LW KaV JURZQ XS, baVLcaOO\ a ZLOG YLVLRQ
RI WKH IUHHGRP RI RSLQLRQ, ZKHUH LQ SULQcLSOH HYHU\WKLQJ LV HTXaO: 

WKH cRQWHQW RI a NRbHO PUL]H, a WHUURULVW RU a ZKLWH H[WUHPLVW ...

IW LV WUXH WKaW FacHbRRN RYHU WLPH (aOWKRXJK QRW aW ILUVW) KaV cUHaWHG PHcKaQLVPV WR VXSSUHVV inappropriate
cRQWHQW , bXW b\ QR PHaQV LV LW caSabOH, ZLWK LWV fifteen thousand supervisors , RI HOLPLQaWLQJ LW HIILcLHQWO\.

FacHbRRN KaV bHcRPH a ORXGVSHaNHU, a GHYLcH WKaW PaJQLILHV cRQWHQW, aQG QRW WKH bHVW bXW RIWHQ WKH ZRUVW,
SUHcLVHO\ bHcaXVH LW JUHZ XS ZLWKRXW aQ\ PRUaO JXLGHOLQH.

IQ WKH LQIRUPaWLRQ aJH, ZKLcK FacHbRRN KaV UaLVHG, WKH " JaWHNHHSHUV ", WKH HGLWRUV aQG cHQVRUV, aUH VHHQ
aV RXWGaWHG aQG UHSUHVVLYH:

WKH SRZHU RI WKH VR-caOOHG cROOHcWLYH LQWHOOLJHQcH (aQ aPRQJ WKaW KaV SURYHQ WR bH a JKRVW) LV
H[WROOHG ...

OQ WKH RWKHU KaQG, WR cUHaWH WKLV PHJa-VcaOH, FacHbRRN LWVHOI KaV KaG WR HPSOR\ QRW RQO\ aPRUaO bXW cOHaUO\
LPPRUaO PHcKaQLVPV, VXcK aV GHVLJQLQJ "UHacWLRQ bXWWRQV" WKaW LQcUHaVH LQWHUacWLRQV,

aV ZHOO aV JLYLQJ accHVV WR XVHU LQIRUPaWLRQ WR WKLUG SaUWLHV RU XVLQJ VaLG LQIRUPaWLRQ WR
SV\cKRORJLcaOO\ PaQLSXOaWH XVHUV (aV WKH VaPH cRPSaQ\ accHSWHG LQ aQ H[SHULPHQW caUULHG RXW
ZLWK AXVWUaOLaQ XVHUV ).

FacHbRRN KaV RSHQO\ VRXJKW WR "GRPLQaWH" WKH LQWHUQHW aQG KaV bUaJJHG abRXW bHLQJ abOH WR PaQLSXOaWH
HOHcWLRQ UHVXOWV (LQGHHG, VRPH bOaPH LWV SROLcLHV IRU WKLV, ZKLcK KaV KaG GLUH UHVXOWV IRU KXPaQLW\).

HLV abLOLW\ WR personali]e information (ZKLcK KaV aOORZHG KLP WR WUaQVIRUP WKH aGYHUWLVLQJ LQGXVWU\) KaV
cUHaWHG WKH LGHaO cRQGLWLRQV IRU a PaQLSXOaWLYH HQYLURQPHQW.



OQ FacHbRRN WKHUH LV aOZa\V VRPHWKLQJ WKaW PRYHV cRYHUWO\. 

AOO RI WKLV SURGXcHV VRPHWKLQJ YHU\ VLPSOH:

a VLWH ZLWK VXcK VKaG\ LQWHQWLRQV aQG ZLWK VXcK ORZ PRUaO LQWHJULW\ OHaGV WR  more
of the same ...

FacHbRRN,

KaV bHHQ a SOaWIRUP IRU WKH RUJaQL]aWLRQ RI LOOHJaO JURXSV
KaV aOORZHG SROLWLcLaQV WR PaQLSXOaWH WKH SRSXOaWLRQ
KaV IacLOLWaWHG WKH JURZWK RI UacLVW aQG WHUURULVW JURXSV
JHQHUaOO\ \RX KaYH cUHaWHG a junk info VWaWH ...

FacHbRRN LV a NLQG RI McDonald's of information ...

UQGHU SUHVVXUH LQ SaVW HOHcWLRQV ,

FacHbRRN ZaV IRUcHG WR XVH LWV JRaWHH aQG ORZHU WKH QRWRULHW\ RI cHUWaLQ IaU-ULJKW SaUW\ VLWHV ...

HRZHYHU, aV UHSRUWHG b\ WKH New York Times , KH GLG LW LQ VXcK a Za\ WKaW WKH KaUPIXO cRQWHQW GLG QRW
GLVaSSHaU cRPSOHWHO\, RWKHUZLVH KH ZRXOG KaYH ULVNHG losing users ...

TKLV IXUWKHU UHYHaOV WKH LQcUHGLbOH SRZHU WKaW FacHbRRN KaV aQG WKaW LW KaV SURbabO\ XVHG LQ VHQVLWLYH caVHV
bHIRUH WR GHWHUPLQH ZKaW aSSHaUV RQ LWV VLWH, ZKLcK LV a KLQJH RQ WKH UHaOLW\ RI bLOOLRQV RI SHRSOH. 

MaQ\ RI WKH SURbOHPV VWHP IURP LWV cUHaWRU FacHbRRN (WKH RWKHUV aUH WKH UHVXOW RI WKH ethos RI WKH culture of
Silicon Valley aQG cKaRV WKaW SURGXcHV PHJa-VcaOH).

FacHbRRN, a VLWH WKaW KaV PRUH SRZHU WKaQ PRVW JRYHUQPHQWV LQ WKH ZRUOG,

LV WKH SURMHcW RI aQ aOPRVW aGROHVcHQW VWXGHQW ZKR ZaQWHG WR bH SRSXOaU aQG KaYH IXQ LQ
cROOHJH, bXW ZKRVH VXccHVV aZaNHQHG a PHJaOR-PaQLc VWUHaN LQ KLP ...

A IaPRXV cRPPHQW WKaW ZXcNHUbHUJ PaGH, LQ a SULYaWH cRQYHUVaWLRQ LQ WKH HaUO\ \HaUV WKaW KLV cUHaWLRQ
bHJaQ WR JaLQ VRcLaO QRWRULHW\, GHVcULbHV WKH FacHbRRN SURMHcW ZHOO:

"I KaYH PRUH WKaQ IRXU WKRXVaQG HPaLOV, SKRWRV, aGGUHVVHV ... PHRSOH MXVW JaYH WKHP WR PH. I
GRQ'W NQRZ ZK\. TKH\ WUXVWHG PH. FXcNLQJ IRROV."

ZXcNHUbHUJ aOZa\V PaLQWaLQHG,

a deceptive privac\ SROLc\ , HQcRXUaJLQJ XVHUV WR JLYH XS aOO WKHLU SHUVRQaO LQIRUPaWLRQ,
aVVXULQJ WKHP WKaW there was nothing to fear ...

TKLV KaV cOHaUO\ bHHQ XQWUXH.

OQ WKH RWKHU KaQG, ZXcNHUbHUJ'V LQWHUHVWV, accRUGLQJ WR aQRWKHU LQWHUYLHZ, ZHUH VLPSO\ "WR GR VRPHWKLQJ
cool " ZLWK WKH LQWHQWLRQ WKaW WKH VWXGHQWV ZRXOG cRQQHcW PRUH, aPRQJ RWKHU UHaVRQV, WR bH abOH WR KaYH
PRUH VH[.

TKLV ethos RI a cool SOacH WR bH abOH WR KaYH PRUH VH[ aQG KaYH a JRRG WLPH KaV bHcRPH RQH RI WKH
GHILQLWLYH cXOWXUaO VWUXcWXUHV RI KXPaQLW\, ZKLcK LV VaG.

AQG bHVLGHV, LW GLGQ'W HYHQ acKLHYH LWV PLVVLRQ, aV SHRSOH cXUUHQWO\ KaYH less VH[ aQG cRQQHcWLRQV aUH
JHQHUaOO\ less GHHS , VRPHWKLQJ WR ZKLcK FacHbRRN KaV cRQWULbXWHG (aOWKRXJK LW LV QRW WKH RQO\ UHOHYaQW
IacWRU LQ WKLV UHJaUG).

TKHUH LV aQRWKHU UHaVRQ ZK\ FacHbRRN LV a weapon of mass destruction :

AORQJ ZLWK RWKHU VRcLaO QHWZRUNV, LW KaV cUHaWHG aQ economy of attention LQ ZKLcK HYHU\
PRPHQW RI KXPaQ aWWHQWLRQ LV XVHG WR PRQHWL]H aQG JURZ WKLV aOJRULWKPLc PacKLQH.

TKLV HcRQRPLc V\VWHP, cORVHO\ OLQNHG WR VRcLaOL]aWLRQ, gamification aQG HQWHUWaLQPHQW, WKUHaWHQV
human attention , aJaLQVW WKH IUHH H[HUcLVH RI WKLV HVVHQWLaO IacXOW\ IRU IUHHGRP aQG aXWRQRP\.

PaUaGR[LcaOO\, WKLV HcRQRPLc PRGHO aQG WKHVH SOaWIRUPV baVHG RQ XVHU cRQWHQW aQG WRWaO RSHQQHVV,

HPHUJH ZUaSSHG LQ VHUPRQV LQ IaYRU RI freedom aQG democracy ,

... bXW LWV LQGLVcULPLQaWH H[HUcLVH caOOV LQWR TXHVWLRQ IUHHGRP aQG GHPRcUac\, VLQcH SHRSOH aUH LQcUHaVLQJO\
VXbMHcW WR PaVV WKLQNLQJ, opinions (aQG QRW NQRZOHGJH) aQG a VHULHV RI VWLPXOL WKaW GLUHcW WKHLU bHKaYLRU,
caXVLQJ WKHP WR IRUP KabLWV RI LQaWWHQWLRQ RU cRPSURPLVHG aQG cRPSURPLVHG aWWHQWLRQ.

A SHUVRQ ZKR LV QRW abOH WR cRQWURO KLV aWWHQWLRQ WR a UHaVRQabOH H[WHQW, caQ KaUGO\ bH
cRQVLGHUHG free aQG autonomous ...



LaFUaQcH cRQcOXGHV:

NRZaGa\V, PaQ\ SHRSOH aUH OHWWLQJ aOJRULWKPV aQG WHcK JLaQWV PaQLSXOaWH WKHP, aQG aV a
UHVXOW, 'UHaOLW\ ' VOLGHV aZa\ ZLWKRXW RXU bHLQJ abOH WR JUaVS LW.

TKH PacKLQH RI PaVV GHVWUXcWLRQ LV KHUH, URaULQJ ...


